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General Description The Université Grenoble Alpes (UGA, "Grenoble Alps University") is a public 

research university in Grenoble, France. Founded in 1339, it is the third largest 
university in France with about 60,000 students and over 3,000 researchers. ISTerre 
(Insitut des Sciences de la Terre/Institute of Earth Sciences) is a joint research unit 
of UGA comprised of 300 people. In the last Shanghai Global Ranking in Earth 
Sciences, the University Grenoble Alpes is ranked 32nd in the world and in Earth 
sciences, UGA is ranked 24th. 

Scientific group of 
reference 

The “Natural Hydrogen Observatory Group Grenoble” hosting the doctoral 
students is a transdisciplinary group, led by Professor Laurent Truche 
(geochemistry) and Frederic Victor Donzé (geophysics). More on: 
https://nativeh2project.osug.fr/ 

Key Research 
Facilities, 
Infrastructure and 
Equipment 

The Institute of Earth Sciences (ISTerre) is a leading laboratory for Grenoble’s 
Universe Sciences Observatory (OSUG) whose research focuses primarily on the 
physical and chemical study of the planet Earth. By combining observations of 
natural objects, experimentation, and the modeling of complex phenomena, 
ISTerre strives toward a deeper understanding of Earth’s major internal systems. 
Regarding the H2 project: equipment is listed there (not exhaustive): 
https://nativeh2project.osug.fr/Field-laboratory-101 

Involvement in 
Research and Training 
Programmes  

1. French national project: H2Kola (Sources, distribution and fluxes of 
hydrogen (H2) and associated gases in agpaitic igneous complexes) 

2. Industrial collaboration: H2 reactivity (microbial and abiotic) in reservoir and 
caprocks (Shell) 

3. Industrial collaboration: New exploration methods for natural hydrogen (H2): 
a study case of the western Pyrenean foothills (Total) 

4. PhD project: Identification and modeling of alpine geological environments 
fertile in native hydrogen 
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